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Lodz, 28 June 2013

To: 

ITKF National Federation Members
Re: 
Suspension of the Traditional Karate Federation of Poland (PZKT) at the ITKF

Cc: 

- Mr. Richard Jorgensen, ITKF Chairman



- ITKF Board of Directors

Referring to the letter with information about suspension of the Traditional Karate Federation of Poland (PZKT), we would like to appeal this biased decision made by the ITKF Chairman Mr. Richard Jorgensen.

Nowadays the Traditional Karate Federation of Poland (PZKT) represents approx. 30.000 traditional karate practitioners throughout more than 200 clubs and sections around Poland. To compare in 1990 the PZKT consisted of 3 clubs. PZKT is also one of the most active ITKF Member Federations. Since joining the ITKF in 1990 the PZKT has attended all the ITKF World and the European Championships and all the ITKF Summer Camps in San Diego. Every year the Polish instructors and athletes came to Los Angeles to practice with Hidetaka Nishiyama Sensei at the ITKF Central Dojo. Over all these years we have never seen Mr. Jorgensen training at the Central Dojo with Nishiyama Sensei and also many people confirmed this fact. 
The PZKT also hosted many ITKF events such as: two times the ITKF World Championship (1998 – Pruszkow, 2012 – Lodz), three times the ITKF European Championship (1992, 1999                      – Lodz, 2006 – Rzeszow), since 2001 seven editions of the ITKF World Cup and since 2002 five editions of the ITKF European Cup. 
The PZKT is proud that we keep continuous cooperation with many ITKF National Federations and countries in the world in organizing international activities such as seminars, championships or conferences, namely from: Argentina, Armenia, Austria, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Costa Rica, Czech Republic, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Japan, Lithuania, Macedonia, Malta, Moldova, Portugal, Russia, Serbia, Slovenia, Sri Lanka, Switzerland, Ukraine, United Kingdom, Uruguay, USA and Venezuela. For several times we have also helped the Hosts of the ITKF championships, e.g. in Lithuania during the 2003 European Championship and the 2008 World Championship or during the 2011 European Championship in Israel where we sent additional delegation of seven judges at our expense so that the competition could be organized smoothly in a regular time, because there were not enough judges from other countries. This year we will assist the Czech Traditional Karate Association in organizing the 2013 ITKF European Championship in Prague on 5-8 December.

The PZKT in collaboration with the Foundation for the Traditional Karate Development built in Poland the world’s biggest Budo centre “Dojo-Stara Wieś” in Poland for about 25 mln USD. The idea to build such a place in Poland was initiated by Nishiyama Sensei and supported by him for many years. In the centre “Dojo-Stara Wieś” the original Sensei’s karate-gi is place in                      a specially designed glass-case.

As far as suspension of the PZKT is concerned, first of all, there is no legal basis to suspend this federation. The ITKF Chairman made this dictatorial decision based on the opinion of                          Mr. Romulo Machado – Chairman of the ITKF Legal Services. According to this decision the PZKT was charged with the following UNJUST ACCUSATIONS:
I. Organization of the 2013 World Cup in Lublin (Poland) on                                    13-17 June 2013.

The organization of the 2013 World Cup in Lublin (Poland) in June 2013 was approved by the ITKF General Meeting, which is the highest decision-making body of the ITKF. This decision was made at the ITKF General Meeting in Stara Wieś (Poland) in October 2012. 
The question remains: Can the ITKF Chairman change the decisions of the ITKF General Meeting?

II. PZKT called the International Conference “Quo Vadis ITKF?” on                       14 June 2013 in Lublin (Poland) and accused the ITKF Office and the ITKF Chairman without providing any facts to support the accusations of the following behaviour:
1. Serious violation of the ITKF Constitution. 

2. Non-existing communication between the ITKF Chairman and the ITKF Directors on current important issues. 

3. Attempt of money extortion from an ITKF Member Federation. 

4. Illegal money collection. 

5. Fabrication of documents. 

6. Ignoring the decisions of the ITKF Board of Directors.

7. Acting against the law. 

The conference was not the ITKF activity but a democratic meeting of the ITKF people who are concerned about bad conduct of the ITKF by the ITKF Chairman and the ITKF Office. We – the ITKF people do not need the ITKF Chairman’s permission to meet and discuss issues which are significant for the future of the ITKF. 
Mr. Jorgensen avoids confrontation and meeting with the people. Instead he chose communication via paper which indeed is the best thing he can do. But we think this will not lead to happy end. A serious discussion on the new era of the ITKF is needed and this was the main reason of the “Quo Vadis ITKF?” meeting.

All documents to prove the above seven allegations were presented during the conference. The meeting was held behind closed door. Also no media and no electronic devices were allowed so that no one could make a record from this meeting. All that precautions were necessary due to the sensitive nature of those documents. This is why we could not distribute them via internet. 
All attendants of the conference were shocked when they saw all evidence and heard the truth. Without any hesitation all the people signed the petition to call the ITKF Extraordinary General Meeting in Stara Wieś (Poland) on 17 August 2013.

The conference was not attended by both the ITKF Chairman Mr. R. Jorgensen who received the official invitation and by the Chairman of the ITKF Legal Services                              Mr. R. Machado.
The question remains: How could Mr. Machado write his opinion without this knowledge about documents supporting seven allegations towards the ITKF Chairman and the ITKF Office? 

III. The call of the ITKF Extraordinary General Meeting by Mr. Wlodzimierz Kwiecinski. 

The petition to call the ITKF Extraordinary General Meeting on 17 August 2013 in Stara Wieś (Poland) was signed at the end of the “Quo Vadis ITKF?” conference by                        45 signatories from 14 countries.
According to the Article 5.3 of the ITKF By-Laws (see attached) the GM can be called when ten or more national member federations request such a meeting. In this critical situation it is obvious that the call GM could not follow the standard procedure, i.e. to be called by the ITKF Chairman. 

The question remains: Maybe the ITKF Chairman should suspend 45 people from              14 countries who signed this petition?

The most surprising in the entire situation is the fact that  the ITKF Chariman is referring all the time to the ITKF Constitution but we have confirmation right from the ITKF Office that at present the ITKF does not have an official version of the valid ITKF Constitution because the ITKF Office has not updated this document for many years. See attached an e-mail from Ms. Nami Nishiyama – the ITKF Office Manager. When asked for the valid ITKF Constitution she responded: „(…) we must gather all the historical information from all Meeting Minutes and compare them to all General Conress Business Plans in order to have an accurate record of what has been amended prior to the 1990’s”. 

Regarding the opinion of Mr. Romulo Machado, Chairman of the ITKF Legal Services, his advice has no legal power because it is based only on the documents presented by one side – the ITKF Chairman. Since Mr. Machado was not present during the conference „Quo Vadis ITKF?” he had no chance to see very important evidence against the ITKF Chairman and the ITKF Office which were presented there. Thus, we were deeply astonished and disappointed to read his opinion and surprised at the same time with the fact that the ITKF’s lawyer forgets about the basic rule of law – to hear both sides and consider evidence of both sides. Unfortunately, this did not happen in case of Mr. Machado’s investigation and as such his opinion cannot be treated as binding.

Also we would like to recall one important fact. Mr. Romulo Machado – who is at the same time the President of the Portuguese Traditional Karate Federation – confirmed publicly during the ITKF General Meeting in 2012 that in the Portuguese Federation they do not use the ITKF rules. How can such a person speak in the debate about the future of the ITKF?  

As for Mr. Richard Jorgensen we would like to share the following observations and facts with you, which many of you may not be aware of.

First of all, Mr. Jorgensen made self-appointment for the ITKF Chairman as well as Chairman of the ITKF Technical Committee during the first ITKF Board of Directors Meeting after Nishiyama Sensei’s passing. Mr. Jorgensen’s wife – Mrs. Margot Colleen Cone and her brother were made responsible for the ITKF accountancy. Later without any approval of the ITKF General Meeting he appointed himself the ITKF President. As the ITKF Chairman he shows a very weak style of management. He is unable to schedule the ITKF events for one year not to mention about his “efforts” to make the official ITKF karate-gi which has lasted since 1994.  

Since Mr. Jorgensen was the President of the Canadian Traditional Karate Federation approx. 80% member clubs have either withdrawn from the federation or have been not willing to cooperate with Mr. Jorgensen. We received many complaints about the situation within the Canadian federation.

You can see the effects of Mr. Jorgensen’s work at the national federation on the final classification of medals of the 2012 ITKF World Championship, where Canada won two brown medals only in senior category.

	
	COUNTRY
	MEDALS
	TOTAL

	
	
	GOLD
	SILVER
	BROWN
	

	SENIORS

	1
	Poland
	7
	10
	3
	20

	2
	Italy
	4
	2
	3
	9

	3
	Romania
	2
	-
	2
	4

	4
	Brasil
	-
	1
	5
	6

	5
	Ukraine
	-
	-
	4
	4

	6
	Canada
	-
	-
	2
	2

	7
	United Kingdom
	-
	-
	1
	1

	YOUTH

	1
	Poland 
	7
	3
	2
	12

	2
	Ukraine
	2
	5
	3
	10

	3
	Romania
	1
	1
	4
	6

	4
	Brazil
	-
	1
	1
	2

	5
	Lithuania
	-
	-
	2
	2

	6
	Czech Republic
	-
	-
	1
	1

	7
	Slovenia
	-
	-
	1
	1

	JUNIORS

	1
	Poland 
	4
	5
	4
	13

	2
	Ukraine
	-
	3
	5
	8

	3
	Brazil
	3
	-
	3
	6

	4
	Romania
	3
	2
	-
	5

	5
	Czech Republic
	-
	-
	1
	1

	6
	Russia
	-
	-
	1
	1

	CADETS

	1
	Poland 
	4
	5
	1
	10

	2
	Ukraine
	3
	1
	3
	7

	3
	Romania
	-
	1
	4
	5

	4
	Brazil
	-
	-
	1
	1

	5
	Lithuania
	-
	-
	1
	1

	6
	Slovenia
	1
	-
	-
	1

	7
	Russia
	-
	1
	-
	1


Many times I was wondering why the ITKF has failed in negotiations with the IOC or why the Japanese leaders do not want to meet Mr. Jorgensen, or why Mr. Antonio Esponos – the WKF President ignores him. I finally understood the reason and I was informed about it when I was in Japan in February this year, but it is not worth putting on paper...This strikes directly the organization – the ITKF in this case. 

In conclusion, we hope the situation within the ITKF will finish with a positive solution. The power is in the ITKF people who no longer want to accept the dictatorship style of the ITKF Chairman. We will build new structure who will work for the benefit and development of the Traditional Karate and for the good of all the ITKF National Member Federations. 

As for the ITKF Chairman, who is afraid to talk and meet personally with the people. The best he could do in this moment is to resign. We hope he is a reasonable man and will finally understand that he leads the ITKF to nowhere. The ITKF is becoming a shrinking organization with a decreasing number of National Federation Members (the 2012 World Championships were attended only by 28 countries). He cultivates a dictatorial style of management which we will no longer accept.   

That is why we want to start the NEW ERA OF THE ITKF with a new structure and democratic system. We live in the country of Lech Walesa and fighting for the truth is very deep in our hearts. You have to come to Poland for the ITKF Extraordinary General Meeting and see the documents because it is your obligation to know the truth! 
On that occassion we want to share with you with the good news, too. This month the Federation Traditional Karate Israel got official recognition by the state sport authorities as sole governing body of traditional karate in Israel. Also in June Mrs. Marta Suparu – wife of the late Dan Stuparu Sensei was appointed the President of the Romanian Traditional Karate Federation. Congratulations!
Also we encourage you to see the photo gallery from the 2013 World Cup – THIS IS KARATE! http://www.karate.pl/aktualnosci2.php?news=1156
We are looking forward to seeing you on 17 August 2013 in Stara Wieś during the ITKF Extraordinary General Meeting. 
Włodzimierz Kwieciński

ITKF Vice-President

Enclosures:
1. ITKF By-Laws.
2. E-mail from the ITKF Office regarding the ITKF Constitution.
3. Application Form to the ITKF Extraordinary General Meeting.
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